
WPISD Dual Credit Handbook

Dual Credit Overview and Eligibility

Dual credit is a process by which a high school student enrolls in a college course and receives 
simultaneous academic credit for the course from both the college and the high school.  These courses 
are stepping stones from high school to college, serving as a path to academic degree programs.

Wills Point Independent School District (WPISD) has partnered with Stephen F. Austin State University 
(SFA) to offer students the opportunity to become “core complete” while still a high school student.  
WPISD offers tuition assistance for Wills Point High School students taking qualified dual credit courses 
through SFA .  (WPISD’s Dual Credit Assistance Plan is included in this document.)

There are numerous advantages for both the student and the State regarding dual credit.  Studies show 
that dual credit:

 Increases the likelihood that a student will complete high school and enroll in and persist in 
college.

 Decreases the cost of tuition and fees for students.
 Allows graduates to enter the workforce sooner and begin to earn wages, benefiting 

themselves and the economy.
 Prepares students for college work and the transition between high school and college.

Eligibility for taking Dual Credit courses?

10th – 12th grade students at Wills Point High School that:

 Meet eligibility requirements for Stephen F. Austin State University
 Demonstrate maturity, strong attendance, and positive behavior
 Complete all required documentation by applicable deadlines (see counselor’s office)
 Meet the State-approved TSIA-2 Assessment cut scores for College Readiness or be “TSI 

Complete” 
 Maintain of GPA of 3.0 or higher (recommended)
 Take Precal before or concurrently with University Math course

How does a student enroll in the dual credit program?

 Attend parent and/or student informational meeting (Spring semester each year)
 Successfully take and pass the TSIA2 test
 Submit application for admission on goapplytexas.org; submit to SFASU
 Submit SFA dual credit registration form (each semester)
 Submit student/parent agreement
 Submit 3 teacher recommendations, 1 from English teacher, 1 from Math teacher, and one 

may be student’s choice.  If one of the 3 teachers does not recommend the student for the 
program, the student will enter on a probationary basis, i.e., the student will only be 
allowed to take 1 dual credit course for the following semester.

 Submit signed Handbook Acknowledgement Form



Dual Credit Guidelines

1. Texas Success Initiative (TSIA2)

The Texas Success Initiative is a state-legislated program designed to improve student
success in college.  Based on performance, a student may either be enrolled in a college-
level course that matches skill level or be placed in the appropriate developmental course
or intervention to improve skills and prepare for success in college-level courses.

Not all students need to take the TSIA2.  There are several ways to be exempt.
Qualifying for a TSI Assessment exemption means that you can enroll in any entry-level 
college course without restrictions.  A student is exempt from TSI requirements in all
areas only if the student meets one of the following test conditions.  Students may not
combine scores from different administrations of the same test.

TSIA2 Cut Scores & TSI “Complete”
TSIA2 Math – 950 OR

              910 – 949 with Diagnostic Level 6
ELAR – 945 w/essay score 5 – 8 OR
             910 – 944 with Diagnostic Level 5-6 and Essay from 5 - 8

ACT 23 Composite + 19 Math
23 Composite + 19 Reading

SAT Math – 530
Evident-based Reading/Writing Score - 480

STAAR EOC      These scores have not yet been established
     under new TSIA2 guidelines.

PSAT/NMSQ
T

Math – 510
Evident-based Reading/Writing Score - 460

ASPIRE/PLAN Composite score of 23 with a 19 or higher in English and/or mathematics test.

2. Class Load
Students will be limited to a 3-course (10 credit hours) maximum load of classes per semester.  
*Seniors may petition for additional courses within the pathway by submitting a written request 
to the Dual Credit Coordinator outlining the need for additional class/es.  

3.  Fridays and Holidays
a.  Students are expected to be present (logged on with camera on) during the SFASU class 

period/s when WPISD is in session and SFA is on break (including Mondays, Fridays, 
holidays, and days before/after each semester).

b. If WPISD is on holiday and SFA is in session, then students are expected to continue working 
in their SFA classes per instructor’s syllabus.



4. Tuition/Books/Misc
Wills Point ISD will continue to provide financial assistance for students wishing to enroll in dual 
credit courses.  Books for these courses will be purchased by the District as long as they can be 
reused.  Consumable textbooks (workbooks), access codes, and lab kits will be purchased by the 
students.

 Free and Reduced Lunch Students - $75.00 fee per 3-hour course
 Free and Reduced Lunch Students - $100.00 fee per 4-hour course
 Non-Free and Reduced Lunch Students - $150.00 fee per 3-hour course
 Non-Free and Reduced Lunch Student - $200 per 4-hour course

Courses must be approved through the campus administration and the Dual Credit Counselor’s office 
prior to enrollment.

All major exams will be taken in a proctored environment, regardless of 
Instructor syllabus statement AND all exams must be taken on District-issued 
device for monitoring purposes.  NO EXCEPTIONS.

5. Absences
a. Students missing more than 5 days per semester of dual credit classes will be placed on 

probation and possibly removed from the dual credit program
b. Students missing more than 7 days per semester of the dual credit classes may be removed 

from the dual credit program
c. The college/university and individual professors’ absence policy is applicable.  Students 

should be aware of their policy and keep close track of absences.

6.  Academic Probation/Removal from Dual Credit Program
a. Students earning a “D” will be placed on probation.
b. Students earning a 2nd “D” at anytime for the duration of the Dual Credit Program will be 

removed from the Dual Credit Program.
c. Students earning an “F” will be removed from the Dual Credit Program.

7.  Reinstatement in Dual Credit Program
a.  To be reinstated into the Dual Credit Program a student must - through their own initiative -  

register, pay all expenses, and earn at least a B in the course for which they previously 
earned a “D” or “F” or that they dropped.

b. Courses taken of the student’s own initiative (after removal from the Dual Credit Program) 
must be taken during non-school hours (i.e., evening, online).  

8.  Code of Conduct Violations and DAEP
a.  Students are expected to follow WPISD and SFA codes of conduct at all times. 
b. Students may be removed from the dual credit program at any time at their own academic 

expense due to violations of the student code of conduct.
c. WPISD reserves the right to remove a student at any time from the dual credit program due 

to violations of either the WPISD or SFA student code of conduct.
d. Students suspended and/or assigned to DAEP may be required to drop any dual credit 

course at their own academic expense. 



9. Cheating/Plagiarism
From SFA’s website:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Academic Dishonesty Policy (4.1)
Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members 
promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of 
academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and 
plagiarism.  Definition of Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty includes both cheating 
and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use 
unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class; (2) the 
falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or 
(3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is 
presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of 
plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at 
least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise 
obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of 
an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit.  Please read the complete policy 
at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-academic-dishonesty-4.1.pdf
 
Plagiarism and Cheating:
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. According to the Student Handbook, “ dishonesty 
of any kind with respect to examinations, written assignments [completed] in and out of class, 
alteration of records, or illegal possession of current examinations or keys to examinations shall 
be considered cheating…the offering of materials assembled or collected by others in the form 
of projects or collections without acknowledgment is also considered plagiarism. Any student 
who fails to give credit for ideas or materials taken from another is guilty of plagiarism.” 

Penalties for Academic Dishonesty 
Penalties may include, but are not limited to, reprimand, no credit for the assignment or exam, 
resubmission of the work, make-up exam, failure of the course, or expulsion from the 
university.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WPISD Penalties for Academic Dishonesty
1st time – Instructor’s choice on how to handle the cheating & student placed on probation 
(Probationary students’ classwork will be closely monitored for patterns of failing grades, missing 
assignments; a student who takes two or more grades of 0 in class for which they are on probation, will 
be removed from the program.)
2nd time – Removal from the Dual Credit Program

Dropping Courses
a. Withdrawing or “dropping” a dual credit course is a serious academic decision and one 

which requires both administrative and parental approval.
b. Due to the academic consequences of the decision, WPISD requires a student and parent 

conference to fully understand the reasons for requesting to “drop,” and discuss potential 
ramifications of the decision and alternatives that are in the best interest of the student.

http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/student-academic-dishonesty-4.1.pdf


c. Students dropping a dual credit course for which the student received financial assistance 
from WPISD will only be allowed to take as many college credit hours in the subsequent 
semester as he/she successfully completed in the current semester.  If a 6.0 GPA dual credit 
course was dropped, the student must give up a 6.0 GPA dual credit course for the following 
semester.

d. Withdrawals after the official drop-date will result in a failing grade on the student’s 
permanent college transcript and will affect his/her college grade point average.

e. Students who withdraw from the dual credit program during the middle of a semester may 
be in jeopardy of losing high school credit as well as college credit for that semester.

f. Withdrawing from the dual credit program may affect a student’s entire high school 
schedule when they re-enroll in all high school credit courses.

g. Dual credit students are not allowed to drop themselves from a course.   A student or parent 
should contact the Dual Credit Coordinator several weeks before the “drop date” to initiate 
the process.

10.  College Credit Transferability
a.  In most cases, the dual credit courses taken through SFA are transferable to other public 

Texas colleges and universities.
b. The number of courses transferable may differ by college and degree plan.
c. Texas law mandates that students who take and complete the core courses at one Texas 

public school can transfer them to another.
d. It is the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian of the student to talk to an 

advisor of the college or university they plan to attend to find out what courses will or will 
not transfer.

11.  Grade Transfer
a. Per Board Policy dual credit courses that are high school core courses (ELA, Math, Science, 

Social Studies) required for graduation will, for class ranking purposes only, be weighted as 
a Tier III course.  Weighted courses are not reflected in the grade seen on a report card or 
transcript.

b.  Students earning a “D” or “F” will not receive high school credit.  Students will be required 
to retake the high school equivalent course to graduate.

12. Study Hall – WPHS may provide one study hall for Dual Credit students.  The Study Hall 
Proctor may recommend removal from the class for students who do not utilize their time 
appropriately during the Study Hall period.  

13. Students will only be allowed to enroll in online courses as a last resort; in other words, 
there are no embedded or ZOOM classes available for the course they have requested.

14. Academic Freedom and the College Environment
a.  Except for embedded instructors, the SFA professor is not a WPISD employee and is not 

accountable to WPISD for the curriculum, content, teaching methodology, grading policy, 
etc.

b. WPISD is not responsible for the culture and climate of the SFA campus, non-WPISD 
students or SFA professors.



Frequently Asked Questions

1.  How do Dual Credit and Advanced Placement differ regarding how they award college credit?

Dual credit is awarded to students when they earn a passing grade in the course.  The college 
credit is reflected on the transcript from the college/university.

Advanced Placement (AP) is awarded to students at the discretion of the receiving institution 
based on Advanced Placement test scores of 3 or higher.  It is up to the accepting 
college/university to determine how the AP credit will be awarded.

2. What is the “Core Curriculum”?

If you plan to receive a bachelor’s degree from a public university, Texas law requires that you 
complete a core curriculum of between 42 and 48 credit hours.  Each college or university 
identifies which of its courses fit into the core curriculum.  If you complete the core curriculum 
with grades of “C” or better and transfer to a Texas public college or university, the entire core 
curriculum transfers and substitutes for the core curriculum you would have taken at your new 
school.

WPISD, along with the SFA, has designed a pathway to focus on completion of the core 
curriculum.  Completing the core curriculum gives students an advantage when transferring to 
another Texas public college or university.

3.  If a student is already enrolled in the dual credit program, what must be done to continue in 
the program the following year?

Students should complete the dual credit registration form each semester with student and 
parent signatures.  If a student does not complete a dual credit course successfully with a “C” or 
higher but wants to continue with the dual credit program in a future semester, the 
student/parent must complete the probation agreement form and submit to the grade-level 
counselor.  Acceptance back into the dual credit program will be an administrative decision.

4.  What is the TSIA2?

The TSI Assessment is a program designed to help your institution determine if you are ready for 
college-level course work in the general areas of English Language Arts & Reading (ELAR) and 
Mathematics.  This program also will help determine what type of course or intervention will 
best meet your needs to help you become better prepared for college-level course work if you 
are not ready.  If you are an incoming college student in Texas, you are required to take the TSI 
assessment – unless you are already exempt – to determine your readiness for college-level 



work.  Based on how you perform, you may either be enrolled in a college-level course that 
matches your skill level or be placed in the appropriate developmental course to improve your 
skills and prepare you for success in college-level courses.  

5. How does the TSIA2 work?

If you are not exempt from taking the TSI Assessment, you will be asked by your college or 
university to take two tests:  one in mathematics and one in ELAR.  Where necessary, you may 
be given an additional diagnostic test in a specific subject.  This test is designed to provide more 
detailed information regarding your academic strengths and weaknesses.  These assessments 
include multiple-choice questions that are aligned to the Texas College and Career Readiness 
Standards.  The writing assessment will likely include an essay.  The assessments are computer 
adaptive, which means that questions increase or decrease in difficulty level depending on how 
you respond.  The assessments are untimed; however, it is important to allow yourself enough 
time to complete each test because the results are a key factor in determining the course or 
courses in which you can enroll.  When you complete the assessment, you immediately receive 
information on your score and your skill or proficiency levels.

6. How does a student register for the TSIA2?
The TSI assessment is offered on the WPHS Campus.  Check with the Counselors’ office about 
dates for these tests and procedures for signing up to take the test.

7. How can a student prepare for the TSIA2?

Students are encouraged to meet with their counselor regarding test prep resources and 
information on tutoring.  In addition, students and parents can find more information by 
searching the internet under “College Board TSI”.  This will result in many options for sample 
test questions, test description, and even a free study app.  The College Board website is the 
first place to begin in the search for test prep help.  Follow the link below:

 TSIA@.accuplacer.org 
 Click on Student Portal (right side of screen)
 Click on Information for Students
 Click on Texas Resources to explore sample test questions, sample essay questions, and study 

materials.

8.  What happens if a student earns a “D” in a dual credit class?

According to District grading policies, any grade below a “C” is considered failing.  Therefore, if a 
student earns a “D” in a dual credit course, he/she may receive college credit but will not 
receive high school credit.  This would result in the student having to retake the high school 
equivalent course.  A student earning a “D” will also be placed on probation and may be 
withdrawn from the dual credit program.  Additionally, grades of “D” generally will not transfer 
to another college or university.

mailto:TSIA@.accuplacer.org


9. Can dual credit students participate in extra-curricular activities?  

Yes.  WPISD believes having a well-rounded education is in the best interest of the student and 
encourages participation in extra-curricular activities such as athletics, fine arts, student 
organizations, etc.  Parents and students should consider the workload and time commitments 
required to be successful in the dual credit courses and balance their activities accordingly.

*Students are not automatically excused for absences from college classes due to extra-
curricular activities.  As a partner with WPISD, it is hoped that SFA instructors will work with 
students, but the student is required to communicate with the professor in advance of any 
foreseeable absence due to a WPISD extra-curricular event and to coordinate with the 
professor for the completion of any required assignment or assessment.



 How is College different from High School (Adapted from SMU, A-LEC Center)  
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS

Teachers check your completed 
homework.

Professors may not always check completed homework, but they will assume you can perform 
the same tasks on tests.

Teachers remind you of your incomplete 
work.

Professors may not remind you of incomplete work.

Teachers approach you if they believe 
you need assistance.

Professors are usually open and helpful, but most expect you to initiate contact if you need 
assistance.

Teachers are often available for 
conversation before, during, or after 
class.

Professors expect and want you to attend their scheduled office hours.

Teachers have been trained in teaching 
methods to assist in imparting 
knowledge to students.

Professors have been trained as experts in their particular areas of research.

Teachers provide you with information 
you missed when you were absent.

Professors expect you to get from classmates any notes from classes you missed.

Teachers present material to help you 
understand the material in the 
textbook.

Professors may not follow a textbook.  Instead, to amplify the text, they may give illustrations, 
provide background information, or discuss research about the topic you are studying.  Or they 
may expect you to relate the classes to the textbook readings.

Teachers often write information on the 
board to be copied in your notes.

Professors may lecture nonstop, expecting you to identify the important points in your notes.  
When professors write on the board, it may be to amplify the lecture, not to summarize it.  
Good notetaking is a MUST!

Teachers impart knowledge and facts, 
sometimes drawing direct connections 
and leading you through the thinking 
process.

Professors expect you to think about and synthesize seemingly unrelated topics.

Teachers often take time to remind you 
of assignments and due dates.

Professors expect you to read, save, and consult the course syllabus (outline); the syllabus spells 
out exactly what is expected of you, when it is due, and how you will be graded.

Teachers carefully monitor class 
attendance.

Professors may not formally take roll, but they are still likely to know whether or not you 
attended.  

TESTS IN HIGH SCHOOL TESTS IN COLLEGE
Testing is frequent and covers small 
amounts of material.

Testing is usually infrequent and may be cumulative, covering large amounts of material.  You, 
not the professor, need to organize the material to prepare for the test.  A particular course 
may have only 2 or 3 tests in a semester.

Makeup tests are often available. Makeup tests are seldom an option; if they are, you need to request them.
Teachers frequently rearrange test 
dates to avoid conflict with school 
events.

Professors in different courses usually schedule tests without regard to the demands of other 
courses or outside activities.

Teachers frequently conduct review 
sessions, pointing out the most 
important concepts.

Professors rarely offer review sessions, and when they do, they expect you to be an active 
participant, one who comes prepared with questions.

GRADES IN HIGH SCHOOL GRADES IN COLLEGE
Grades are given for most assigned 
work.

Grades may not be provided for all assigned work.

Consistently good homework grades 
may raise your overall grade when test 
grades are low.

Grades on tests and major papers usually provide most of the course grade.

Extra credit projects are often available 
to help you raise your grade.

Extra credit projects cannot, generally speaking, be used to raise a grade in a college course.



HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have read and understand the Dual Credit Handbook policies as they are written and agree to follow 
the standards set forth in this document in order to participate in the Dual Credit Program.  

_________________________________________                      _______________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE                                                                      DATE

I have read and understand the Dual Credit Handbook policies as they are written and agree that my 
student will follow the standards set forth in this document in order to participate in the Dual Credit 
Program.

__________________________________________                   _________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE                                                      DATE


